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.1 Intelligence,
CE“retited” from spying for 11
~ } years, openly told his enemies

.k he had travel plans, and they

. .‘,:' ',
RIS (M
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- Viadimir Komarek, 42, was
he spy wio came in from the
cold — and tien went back.

: The former spy for French
who had been

nabbcd him.

" Mr. Komarek. — also known
as Kazan — is the naturalized|.
i &merican citizen arrested in
E Prague, Czechoslovakia, Oct. 81,

"k when the Soviet airliner he was
' ¢riding made an unscheduled
: landmg

v o

there bccaus'e of
mcchamcax trouble.”

© The incident may become .a
; significant roadblock to - better
[ reiutions borween the *U. S. and
Czcchoalovakia and Russia.

over the way " M.

" GOT VISA

But the mystery remains why |
Kazan-omarek, knowing
was wanted - in
-Cuechoslovakia on-old charges
iof espionage activities, asked
*Czech “authorities for a visa o

and it led to his arrest.
Mr. . Kazan-Komarek's)

‘espmna"e work began aﬂer
' WorchWArH,N _ N

N

|- Washington has ‘expressed its)
' !dxspleasule to both governments |,
o Kazan-
. | Komarek was “shanghaied.”

i travel in his native land IHe got |-

the visa, good for. 'six months,y *In 1952
| . ) I ’

Lzechoslovakxa charges that

he worked with'a Czech anti-
communist undercover  group
“which slipped in and out of
Czechoslovakia and  helped .
sncak  non-communist -
out of the country.

During one such foray, in
1951, Czechoslovakia charges, a
-member of Mr. Komarek's .
group killed a Czech security
police officer with a gun.
supplied by Komarek.

‘associates, the Czechs in 1951
arrested an America newsman-
working in Prague. He was

Komarek group, was sentenced
‘to 10 years, but was freed in
1053  during a ' series of .
amnesties proclaimed following
' Joseph Stalin's death.

'place‘ in  West Germany,

:Europe, denying- - the

charges of murder, and saying

dink. .
IN ABSENTIA

-} arrested 11 Czechs and a

Komarek’s  associates.  Mr.
 Komarek was tried in absentia

o——
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Czechs® -

Hunting Mr, Komarek and his -

accused of being linked to the -

. Mr., Komarek, from a hiding

"broadcast at that time over the
anti-communist Radio Free /
Czech’ -

there was no Komarek-Oalis -

Yugoslav, charged them as Mr.

with them, and Mr., Oatis was -
" I brought from his prison cell lo..
i testify, Mr, Oatis said he never -
‘| knew -Mr Komarek, - But Mr,
‘Komarek and the 12 were'.'
' Lconvxcted. o v

'§ ~Sources say this apparently
broke up the Komarek band and
Mr. Komarek began workmg for
French mtelhgence

-U.S., married an American
girl, and returned o Paris. Two
years later he quit the spy
game, came back here, sellled

in Massachuselts, and changed

"his name to Kazan, In 1960 he
. - became a U. S. citizen.

He ran”a travel agency and
‘sold -small airplanes; which
‘required travel on his part to
" detiver them. High official U. §.

William Oatis of the Associated - sources say Kazan-Komarek
Press, * never §pied for the U. S.
Mr. Oatis was . wrongly.’ INVITED TO MOSCOW

As a travel agent, Mr, Kazan-

.Russian tourism office,
intourist,
- Russia for Americans.
Sept. 5 he received an invitation
to a

* There is no explanation whether
In 1953 he came bricfly to the -

- was scheduled to fly non-stop to )

. planc had radar trouble. But .

. Czechs,
"~ Komarek's visa request, learned
“his travel plans from Soviet '
" secret police and arranged the, .
Komatek represented the- .

arranging travel . to -
Last

«travel agents .in October, to-

‘prepare for the
international tourist year.”

- Kazan-Komarek asked Czech

Officials here say he has since
said he had no intention of
visiting, Czechoslovakia,
. tho his mother still lives there.

" He did not explain why he
* wanted the visa. He had never:
got one previously, And he must ™
-have known of his 1952 trial and ;
, conviction in Czechoslovakla. D

- authoritics for a travel visa. He
- dould not then have known he, "
> would later travel to Russia.

Cuzechoslovakia -

“1067 - -
_has not yel been too favorable
% @ response.”

But' the preceding June'Mr.'-j

" remembering the Oatis affair.'4 R
When they failed reporter Oatis, '} -

- Washington cut off all trade |’
.with Czechoslovakia and it,

. slayed cut until he was freed. - J| .
even - .-

“that

; Informed ‘opinion here is that he™ .
will "be tried and . convicted, | il - ;
month, then'l] .

"Czechoslovakia now says | that "perhaps’ thrown out of tho‘ o
in 1963 charges of “hlgh treason. ,country. W

espionage and attempted mur- -
der” were brought against him °
for alleged activities In 1948-51. °

those were the same alleged ac- | -
tivities for which he was con- |

. \ncled in 1952, J L

. UNSCHIEDULED

When Mr, Kazan-Komarek left i
Moscow Oct. 31 after the travel |
conference his Russian plane ;

Paris. Instead it put down in'j
Prague and he was arrested. B

Moscow told Washington the !

informed sources here say the -
alerted by Mr. -

arrest. :
. Moscow is red-faced bccauqel
the Kremlin reportedly did: not ¢
know its own pohce were selhngi :

- up the tra
Moscow conference: . of ., P p-

Washington insists Mr, anan--
Komarck be freed but *‘there |

The Czechs want to keep on'l|
good terms with the U.S,,

‘But the Kazan-Komarek case'
has now had so much publicity-,‘
. Czechoslovakia feels it}
must ‘go ahead with a trial. 4|

“probably” this.
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